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A Message from our Executive Director

Now in our 12th 
Semester, find out 

more about what the 
Haida Gwaii Higher 

Education Society has 
been up to! 

Continued on Page 2

As we near the close of 2016, HGHES 
has so much to be thankful for. Back in 
May of 2015, HGHES brought together 
individuals from the Haida Nation, 
industry, government, academia, and the 
local community to consult on a 
proposed new Haida Gwaii Semester in 
Reconciliation Studies. 

For two days participants were involved 
in discussion and activities framed 
a round reconc i l i a t i on i n h ighe r 
education. 

What resulted was a broad outline for 
five courses that afterward were each 
developed by two individuals: one local 

person from Haida Gwaii and of Haida 
or First Nations ancestry and one 
person whose heritage is other than 
Indigenous to Canada.  Local Haida 
Gwaii curriculum developers were Chief 
Satsan Herb George, Jaskwaan 
Amanda Bedard, Gaagwiis Jason 
A lsop , K ’ i i nuwaas Car r ie Anne 
Vanderhoop and myself.

In May 2016 UBC Senate approved the 
accreditation of these five courses, 
receiving praise from Director of the 
UBC First Nations House of Learning, 
and Senior Advisor to the UBC 
President on Aboriginal Affairs, Dr. Linc 
Kesler: 
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“The [UBC] First Nations House of 
Learning strongly supports these 
proposed courses. Their designs are 
substantive and show clear evidence of 
thoughtful and detailed preparation. The 
model of curricula offered in a community 
setting and in collaboration with a 
community partner is certainly worth 
further development and, no doubt, 
emulation." 

Thanks to financial support from UBC 
Faculty of Forestry; Gwaii Trust Society; 
Northern Development Initiative Trust; 
BC Ministry of Forest, Lands, and Natural 
Resource Operations; and Indigenous 
Northern Affairs Canada. HGHES now 
looks forward to offering the Haida Gwaii 
Semester in Reconciliation Studies, the 
first of its kind in Canada, in Old Massett 
and Masset starting September 2017. 

Read more about the Semester in 
Reconciliation Studies on page 7.

No sooner had HGHES confirmed the 
offering of a new semester in the north 
end of Haida Gwaii, the Sandspit 
Community Society (SCS) were awarded 
funds through Gwaii Trust Society's 
Vibrant Communities Grant to host a 
HGHES advisory meeting for a proposed 
semester in marine planning. The 
meeting recently happened in Sandspit 
this November.  As well, this past 
summer HGHES partnered with the UBC 
Museum of Anthropology and later with 

Simon Fraser University to offer  
programming in Haida Gwaii. Summer 
partnerships like these complement our 
fall and winter Haida Gwaii Semesters.  
 
We continue to receive seed grants for 
our new programs, which we are 
thankful for, but grants to support our 
established two semesters in Skidegate 
and Queen Charlotte have become 
l imited. Whi le our programs are 
accredited through the University of 
British Columbia, HGHES is not eligible 
for direct financial support from the 
British Columbia Ministry of Advanced 
Education, which subsidizes most other 
universit ies, col leges and higher 
educat ion ins t i tu t ions in Br i t i sh 
Columbia.  

Group from Simon Fraser University joins the festivities at the Kay Anniversary  

program fees cover just 70% of 
HGHES' annual budget, with the 
remaining 30% needing to come from 
other sources, such as grants and 
donations. As a result, each year the 
HGHES faces challenges to keep 
student fees as low as possible. We do 
not wish to raise those student fees or 
to increase our class size. We want to 
keep our programs accessible and of 
the highest quality.  
 
It is for this reason we rely on the 
contributions from people like you who 
believe in our mission to help make our 
unique educational opportunit ies 
accessible to all interested students. 
 
Enjoy this newsletter updating you on 
what HGHES, and its students, past 
and present, have been up to in the 
2016. And please take a moment to 
make a tax-deductible donation to the 
Haida Gwaii Higher Education Society 
t o s u p p o r t h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 
opportunities in the north. 
 
On behalf of the HGHES Team and 
Board of Directors, Happy Holidays!

Dr. Carlos G. A. Ormond  
Executive Director, HGHES

You can make a donation to HGHES by: 

• Visiting our website: www.hghes.ca/support  

• Mailing a cheque to: HGHES, PO Box 927,Queen Charlotte, BC, V0T 1S0 

• Contacting HGHES Executive Director Dr. Carlos Ormond at  
Ph: 1(250)559-7885 ext. 232      Email: director@hghes.ca  

http://www.hghes.ca/support
mailto:director@hghes.ca
http://www.hghes.ca/support
mailto:director@hghes.ca


My name is Melissa and I attended the 
Haida Gwai i Semester in Natural 
Resource Studies in 2014. I was majoring 
in International Development at McGill 
University at the time and I had recently 
taken on a minor in Environmental 
Studies. I was passionate about my 
studies but feeling lost in the education 
system. As I neared the end of my 
undergraduate degree, I was daunted with 
the fear of what came next. The Haida 
Gwaii Semester provided an educational 
experience unlike any other, and it was 
the turning point for the development of 
my career. 

The program pushes the boundaries of 
traditional education, with a diverse set of 
instructors ranging from academic 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s , g o v e r n m e n t 
representatives and Haida citizens, to 
private companies. I learned about the 
necessity of working across sectors and 
stakeholder engagement. Moreover, the 
program taught me extremely valuable life 
sk i l l s ; pe rseve rance ; how to be 
resourceful; and, to take on every 
challenge with drive and confidence. 

Where are they now? 
Alumni Update: Melissa Ristow

position. I went on to get my Advanced 
Diploma in Geographic Sciences at the 
Centre of Geographic Sciences in Nova 
Scotia. 

For my independent project, I attended 
the United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues in New York and 
interned with Docip (Indigenous Peoples’ 
Centre for Documentation, Research and 
Information). I collected data on the 
demographics of participants and key 
speakers at the forum. The final project 
was presented at the Esri Halifax User 
Conference 2015. 

After graduating, I had the privilege of 
meeting Dr. Robert Maher, a long time 
GIS professional who was looking for 
some assistance on a GIS project 
regarding his journey through Gwaii 
Haanas. Together we created an Online 
Map Journal depicting his route and 
highlighted the history of the Haida in 
Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve, 
National Marine Conservation Area 
Reserve and Haida Heritage Site. 

I then went on to work at Esri Canada as 
a Bilingual Call Coordinator/Analyst. 
There I gained an incredible amount of 
technical knowledge and after a year I 
decided to refocus my energy on natural 
resource management. 

I decided on a Masters in Resource and 
Environmental Management at Dalhousie 
University. In the summer leading up to 
the program, I had the pleasure of working 
with Nova Scotia Environment’s Protected 
Areas Branch, combining my studies in 
environmental management and working 
knowledge of GIS.

At the time, I could never have anticipated 
how impactful my Haida Gwaii experience 
would be. The skills and experiences I 
acquired there wi l l s tay wi th me 
throughout my professional and personal 
life, and I am sincerely grateful to HGHES 
and every individual who makes this 
program possible.
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For years, I had studied development out 
of a textbook, and the challenges we face 
as a human population were beginning to 
make me feel dispirited, as if the world’s 
issues were too large and embedded for 
us to be able to make any lasting 
changes. In Haida Gwaii, I saw a 
community which had gone through an 
extremely dark time. They continue to 
face challenges and yet the energy and 
enthusiasm for change is there, and I 
could see first hand how the community 
had brought real change through an 
expression of self determination.

After the semester program, I strived to 
bring this confidence and energy with me. 
One of the tools I had learned about in 
Haida Gwaii was the power of mapping or 
GIS. I saw it as a practical tool for 
a p p r o a c h i n g n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e 
management. In the summer of 2014, I 
was a GIS Urban Forestry Intern for 
Neighbourwoods, a nonprofit in Trinity 
Bellwoods in Toronto. The semester in 
Haida Gwaii had given me the skills for 
collecting tree data and making use of a 
database—both requirements for this 



HGHES Open Lectures 
We invite you to consider making a 
donation when you attend. 

Open Lecture dates will be advertised, 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t E m i l y - S k y a t 
operations@hghes.ca or 250 559 7885 
x230 to join our mailing list. 

Upcoming lecture topics include: 

• Ecology & Management of Island 
Wildlife with Frank Doyle, RPBio

• Systems Thinking for Resource 
Management with Dr. Dan McCarthy. 

Loran Scholars Continue to Support HGHES’ Work 

To learn more about our summer interns, 
please visit 
hghes.ca/internshipprogram 

To learn more about Loran Scholars 
Foundation visit
loranscholar.ca/loranaward 
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Have you ever been curious 
about what happens in our 
classroom? 
 
We are opening our doors so you can 
become a student for a day! Join us for 
a lecture and discussion on topics 
related to our fall courses in natural 
resource science.

HGHES is hosting an Open Lecture 
Series this fall, where community 
members are invited to join a Haida 
Gwaii Semester class, in an effort to 
offer more opportunities for local people 
to engage in our programs and lifelong 
learning in general. We welcome people 
of all ages and from all

backgrounds/levels to attend these 
Open Lectures. We will provide you with 
an optional background reading related 
to the lecture topic and you will attend a 
morning session, along with our 
students. Our instructor will present a 
lecture and hold a discussion period. Or 
come and just listen, if you'd prefer.

As a nonprofit society, HGHES faces 
significant challenges to keep student 
fees as low as possible so that our 
programs are accessible to all potential 
students, no matter their socioeconomic 
background. HGHES has recently 
embarked on a fundraising campaign to 
help bridge some of these financial 
gaps and our Open Lecture Series is 
one initiative to help raise funds. 

Over the past three summers, HGHES 
has been proud host to interns from the 
Lo ran Scho la rsh ip Founda t ion . 
Throughout their undergraduate degree, 
Loran scholars must take part in 10-
week summer internships under the 
themes of enterprise, public policy and 
community development. The interns 
we have hosted have joined our office 
for the quiet summer months, assisting 
on diverse projects focusing on 
community outreach, recruitment and 
fundraising. The words below are from 
this summer’s intern Meaghan Payment 
describing her experience on Haida 
Gwaii.

“During my time on Haida Gwaii 
interning for HGHES I had the unique 
privilege of learning about the inner-
workings of a local nonforprofit while 
also experiencing the extraordinary 
natural environment of the island. 
HGHES’ vision is to shape the future by 
sharing Haida Gwaii with the world. In 
th i s , I can pe rsona l l y exp ress 
agreement and confirmation that my 
time here will hold merit in my future 
pursuits. After bearing witness to the 
magnificence of the land and to the 
determination and perseverance of the 
Haida People I hope to carry the 
teachings of respect and collaboration 
to heart as I continue my education.”

mailto:operations@hghes.ca
mailto:operations@hghes.ca


Fall 2016 in Full Swing!

Sunny day by the Pesuta, learning about sand dune ecology

Day one of the semester at the Haida Heritage Centre

Field day at Meyer Lake, checking out some lichen 
adaptations with local expert Stu Crawford  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After the Labour Day weekend, HGHES welcomed a new 
cohort of 19 students for the fall semester in natural resource 
science. Hailing from universities across the country, this 
group of keen young individuals are excited to explore and 
learn about Haida Gwaii in and outside of class over the next 
months, as well as experience some surfing, mountain 
climbing, mushroom picking and getting a chance to see 
some island wildlife. 

They started the semester off with an ecology course taught 
by Dr. Sue Grayston that has involved many field days 
learning about Haida Gwaii ’s different terrestrial 
environments. The group’s first weekend was taken up by a 
trip to Gwaii Haanas where they were able to visit several 
village sites, old logging camps and current study sites 
relevant to their course. 

The weather was outstanding, and the class was fortunate 
enough to meet Watchmen at Skedans and Windy Bay. 
Overall, an outstanding trip! Thank you to Gwaii Haanas, 
Moresby Explorers and Haida Gwaii Watchmen. The class is 
now wrapping up their Ecology & Management of Island 
Wildlife course and next, they'll be exploring the dynamics of 
social innovation and linked social-ecological systems in 
Systems Thinking for Resource Management. Stay tuned for 
social media updates! 



We are very excited to be moving 
forward in our p lann ing for the 
implementation of the Haida Gwaii 
Semester in Reconciliation Studies. 
There is much to be done between now 
and September 2017. 

In May, the five course curriculum of the 
Haida Gwaii Semester in Reconciliation 
Studies was approved by the University 
of British Columbia Senate. We would 
like to congratulate and thank our 
curriculum development team for all of 
their hard work. 

Since the approval, we have been 
actively promoting the Reconciliation 
Studies semester through local media, 
a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h C a r r i e A n n e 
Vanderhoop has been featured on CFNR 
Journeys with Kiefer Collison, and 
several articles have been published in 
the Haida Gwaii Observer. We also 
w e l c o m e d K a r e n J o s e p h o f 
Reconciliation Canada to Masset
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Reconciliation Semester Update
for an evening community dialogue on 
reconciliation. We hope to have more 
dialogues with Reconciliation Canada in 
the future.

We are very pleased to announce that 
we have received funding from Gwaii 
Trus t Soc ie ty as we l l as f rom 
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada 
(INAC), for the delivery of this new 
program. Our fundraising efforts 
continue. To learn more about our 
funders and how to become a donor 
please visit our website. 

The Haida Gwaii Higher Education 
Society would like to thank those who 
attended our July 14th Old Massett/
Masset community meeting at the 
Ground Café. Carrie Anne Vanderhoop 
gave an overview of the and shared 
information about the individuals who 
worked together to create the courses. 
Throughout the meeting, community 
members were given the opportunity to 

ask questions, make suggestions and 
share ideas. There was some great 
discussion about the program, the 
content, and opportunities for local 
people to become involved and  
participate in the semester. 

Highlights of the evening included, 
Chief Taaw.ga Halaa’Leeyga, May 
Russ, being introduced as the newest 
HGHES board member. Also, Chief 
7idansuu, Jim Hart, spoke about the 
Reconciliation Totem Pole that he and 
his team of carvers are working on in 
Old Massett Village. The pole is 
scheduled to be raised on campus at 
the University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver in October 2016. 

To find out about future community 
meetings and Haida Gwaii Higher 
Education Society events follow us on 
Facebook or sign up for our email list 
by emailing operations@hghes.ca. 
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BOARD MEMBER  
May Russ

HGHES Staff

PRESIDENT 
Leonard Munt 

SECRETARY/TREASURER  
Dr. Tracy Morton

BOARD MEMBER  
Ernie Gladstone

BOARD MEMBER  
Art Lew

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Keith Moore, RPF

BOARD MEMBER  
Dr. Hilary Thorpe

BOARD MEMBER  
Dr. Peter Marshall, RPF

FINANCE MANAGER  
Debbie Pearson
finance@hghes.ca

OPERATIONS MANAGER  
Emily-Sky Collins
operations@hghes.ca

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
Dr. Carlos Ormond
director@hghes.ca

PROGRAM COORDINATOR  
Linnaea Fyles
program@hghes.ca

COMMUNICATIONS  
Patrick Shannon
Nang Ḵ’uulas

Board of Directors

Thank you to our sponsors

Gwaii Trust Society
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