
There are many to thank for this, as this 

could not have been done by the HGHES 

alone.  Support over the years has come 

from an extensive list of local, provincial, 

and national community organizations 

that help to make our programs a reality 

on the ground, as well as countless 

individualsindividuals in the community that host 

and inspire our students within and 

outside the classroom.

As of 2016, our semesters have involved 

over 150 people in the community as 

educators, with an average of 50 local 

guest speakers each semester. We have 

also welcomed over 200 students, both 

from abroad and from Haida Gwaii, who 

through their volunteering and 

participationparticipation in community events have 

genuinely contributed to the well-being 

of Haida Gwaii. The injection of visiting 

students in the fall and winter seasons, 

typically the low tourist season, has had 

direct economic benefits to the 

communities of Skidegate and the Village 

ofof Queen Charlotte through rental 

accommodations, shopping, and dining 

out.
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With the Haida Gwaii Higher Education 

Society (HGHES) reaching our milestone 

10th Haida Gwaii Semester (HGS) this 

past Fall 2015, it is worth taking the time 

to look back and to see how we got here 

while also recognizing those that have 

helped us along the way. 

TheThe conception of the HGHES occurred  

in 2008 with the need to provide the next 

generation of resource managers with 

community-based experiences in Haida 

Gwaii, where new and innovative 

approaches to resource management 

were emerging – and continue to emerge 

today.today.

After a successful pilot course with the 

Simon Fraser University (SFU) School of 

Resource and Environmental 

Management in 2009, the HGHES – under 

the leadership of founding Executive 

Director Laurel Currie – offered its first 

Haida Gwaii Semester (HGS) in Natural 

ResouResource Studies in partnership with UBC 

Faculty of Forestry. Positive student and 

community experiences propelled the 

HGHES to develop and offer a second HGS 

in Natural Resource Sciences in 2013.

A MESSAGE FROM HGHES
Words from Executive Director Carlos Ormond
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Now in our 11th 

Semester, find out more 

about what the Haida 

Gwaii Higher Education 

Society has been up to!
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A number of these visiting students have A number of these visiting students have 
even decided to remain or return after 
the semester, becoming residents of 
Haida Gwaii and bringing new energy 
into the community. These contributions, 
we hope, help to increase the resiliency 
of the communities of Haida Gwaii in 
times of change.times of change.

With the success of our two current 
semesters, and the support of 
community members from across Haida 
Gwaii, we have now set our sights on 
expanding across the archipelago, by 
looking to provide post-secondary 
education opportunities in the 
communitiescommunities of Old Massett and Masset, 
Port Clements, and Sandspit. Moving 
forward, we aim to do more to support 
change in post-secondary education by 
implementing recommendations for 
education, and research, laid out in the 
recent Truth and Reconciliation 
CommissionCommission (TRC) findings. Accordingly, 
we aim to educate “Canadians about the 
diverse concepts, principles, and 
practices of reconciliation…[to advance] 
healing and transformative social 
change” (TRC, p. 243). With that said, we 
are excited to begin planning a new 
undeundergraduate semester in 
Reconciliation Studies in Old Massett and 
Masset in 2017, again in partnership with 
UBC Faculty of Forestry. 

In addition to expanding programming, 
we will be doing more to support the 
development of local capacity by 
diversifying our program offerings as 
well as increasing access to those on 
Haida Gwaii interested in current and 
future HGHES education programming. 

The HGHES is focused on developing new 
partnerships that will allow us to offer 
financial assistance opportunities to 
students, while also creating new 
programs that appeal to more people on 
Haida Gwaii and around the world.

TheThe Haida Gwaii Higher Education 
Society is only as great as its supporters. 
Student tuition and program fees cover 
just 70% of our annual budget. The 
remainder must come from generous 
individuals and organizations. Currently, 
we have a special group of supporters – 
peoplepeople like you – who help the HGHES 
with tax-deductible donations each year. 
That’s why I hope you’ll accept my 
invitation to become part of the HGHES 
community today – and support one of 
Canada’s most innovative cross-cultural 
post-secondary organizations.

Enjoy this newsletter updating you on 
what the HGHES and its students, current 
and past, have been up to in 2015, and 
please, take a moment to make a 
tax-deductible donation to the Haida 
Gwaii Higher Education Society.

On behalf of the HGHES On behalf of the HGHES Team and Board 
of Directors, thank you/haawa

Dr. Carlos Ormond

Executive Director

CARLOS ORMOND
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The Haida Gwaii Higher Education 

Society (HGHES) was thrilled that alumni 

Dorah Prieto returned to Haida Gwaii last 

fall to continue her degree. Dorah was a 

student in 2015 in the Haida Gwaii 

Semester in Natural Resource Studies 

and returned to the islands for five weeks 

toto conduct research with the Haida Gwaii 

Watchmen Program. As a student with 

Quest University, a private progressive 

liberal arts and sciences university where 

students can do up to four classes of 

self-directed experiential learning, she 

was able to choose to come back to 

Haida Gwaii as part of her pHaida Gwaii as part of her program.

Together with Upsy Moody, Haida Gwaii 

Watchmen Program Manager, Dorah 

engaged in work that was part 

service-oriented, part research project. She 

gave Upsy a helping hand with logistics 

and day to day tasks. She also spent time 

talking to and interviewing Watchmen and 

thethe Archipelago Management Board 

(AMB), engaging in a strategic planning 

research project and gathering input to 

examine the current state of the 

Watchmen Program as well as areas in 

which there could be improvement.

Alumni have ongoing 
connections with islands

Support the HGHES
For donations and other offers of support, please 

contact finance@hghes.ca or hghes.ca/support
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Thank you to NDIT for 
your continued support.



Students have the opportunity to 

conduct fieldwork in their course with 

Professor Frank Doyle, a leading wildlife 

consultant in Northern British Columbia.

Students gained an appreciation for the 

cultural and ecological richness of Haida 

Gwaii through a trip to Gwaii Haanas 

National Park Reserve, National Marine 

Conservation Area Reserve, and Haida 

Heritage Site in September. 

Highlights from 

2015 Natural 

Resource Science 

Semester

We interviewed Lucy Neville, a local 

alumni of Haida Gwaii Semesters, and 

asked about her experience: 

Name: Lucy Neville

Semester and Year: Spring 2013, 

Natural Resource Studies

WhatWhat motivated you to participate in a 

HG Semester?

 

AA chance to learn more about the islands 

I've come to call home, gain university 

credits while living on-island, and a great 

review of the program from my friend 

and fellow alumni Amber Bellis. 

Why do you think it is important for 

locals to be a part of the HG Semester? 

TheThe experiential allure of living on Haida 

Gwaii, from harvesting seaweed to 

surfing on our storm-swept beaches, 

meant my knowledge of the islands was 

strong in physical connection but lacking 

historically.  The HG Semester was an 

amazing way to devote time towards 

learning the history and structulearning the history and structure of HG

organizations that are key to conserving 

and protecting the forests and waters I 

love, such as the Archipelago 

Management Board and the Solutions 

Table. 

Interview with Local Alumni 
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The Haida Gwaii Higher Education Society, with support from the Old Massett 
Village Council and the Masset Village Council, is very excited to announce their 
proposed new semester in Reconciliation Studies. 

Exciting New Reconciliation 

Semester in the Works

Gathered around an ancient Haida 
canoe, students are privileged to learn 
from Captain Gold, a respected Haida 
archaeologist and historian.

Members from the Archipelago 
Management Board, responsible for 
managing Gwaii Haanas National Park 
Reserve, National Marine Conservation Area 
Reserve, and Haida Heritage Site, speak to 
students about their groundbreaking 
co-management practices. 

Highlights from 

2015 Natural 

Resource Science 

Semester
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